HEAD-QUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER. 

Kansas City, Mo., Oclober 2, 18G3. 

GENERAL ORDERS, | 

NO. IG. 3 

. I. It is the special duty of commanders of stations m and ■' 
adjacent to the border counties of Missouri to protect loyal 
persons, now or recently residents of those counties, from 
needless sacrifice of their property. They will give escort 
and assistance whenever practicable to all such persons in 
removing their stock and other personal property to such sta¬ 
tions or out of those counties. They will assist and protect 
such persons in guarding their farms from prairie fires, and 
allow them to go there carryingpublic arms for self defence as 
often as may be necessary, subject to such conditions as 
may he prescribed by such commanders. 

II. Beyond such travel as may be necessary for the pur¬ 
poses named in the foregoing paragraph, all civilians are pro¬ 
hibited until further orders traveling without written permit 
from a station commander in this district or from the Gen¬ 
eral Commanding the district of Central Missouri in that 
part of those counties outside of station limits and east of 
the Big Blue and south of the road from Westport to Inde¬ 
pendence. Permits will be given only by commanders of 
stations in Missouri or on the line and to persons of good 
character who shall be named in such permits, and who 
are going on legitimate business. Soldiers serving in Kansas 
will not go into Missouri unless accompanied, or in writing 
ordered, by a commissioned officer. All persons found in 
those counties in violation of this order will be ai-rested and 
summarily punished. 

III. All forage, and all cattle, hogs and sheep fit for butch¬ 
ering, and all horses fit for service, taken up as abandoned 
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or captured from the enemy, will be taken possession of by 
commanders of station, who will deliver the same to the act¬ 
ing Quartermaster or acting Commissary (as may be proper) 
at such station,giving duplicate invoices and taking duplicate 
receipts for said property as captured; one copy of which re¬ 
ceipts will be retained by such station commander, and one 
sent to these Head-quarters. Such cattle, hogs and sheep 
will be slaughtered by the acting Commissaries at such stations 
and issued to the troops; and the forage will be issued by 
the Acting Quartermasters. The horses fit for service will 
be appraised by a board of officers appointed by the com¬ 
manding officer of such station and will be branded with the 
letters “U. S.” by such Acting Quartermaster, who will is¬ 
sue them as public animals, stating in his invoices the ap¬ 
praised value of each. All such property so appropriated to 
public use will be duly accounted for on the returns of such 
officers as captured property. 

All stock taken up as abandoned or captured which 
shall be found unfit for such use or service will be sent 
by commanders of stations to the District Provost Marshal 
at these Head-quarters. 

Commanders of stations in Missouri and on the border 
will send on the 1st and 15th days of each month to these 
Head-quarters, a statement of the number of horses, cattle, 
sheep and hogs, and the amount of forage turned over by 
them at such stations, with one copy of the receipt given to 
them therefor, and with names of owners if practicable; and 
also a statement of the amount of stock sent to the District 
Provost Marshal with names of owners. 

Care will be taken to dispose of no stock in the manner 
herein directed, except that of persons of known disloyalty. 

While all practicable aid will be given to known loyalists 
in selling or taking care of their stock and other property 
no restrictions will be placed on bona fide sales or removals, 
of property of other persons late residents of those counties. 
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Farming utensils, furniture and other abandoned personal 
property (except forage and stock) must be left untouched 
by the soldiery. It is the duty of the civil, not of the mili¬ 
tary authorities, to confiscate such property. 

IV. To prevent the abuses to which such dealings would 
inevitably lead, officers and soldiers are prohibi'.ed, dealing 
directly or indirectly in stock or other personal property in 
or adjacent to the border counties of ^lissouri included in this 
District. All such property bought or sold in violation of 
this order will bo taken and disposed of as if captured from 
the enemy. This prohibition does not apply to the purchase 
of horses necessary for use in the service. 

The General Commanding thanks the officers and men on 
the border for the good conduct, zeal, energy and daring 
displayed in the toilsome and hazardous service in which 
they are engaged. lie appeals to them to abstain from all 
wanton destruction, in the depopulated district, of property 
which should be preserved for loyal occupants, and also from 
all attempts to appropriate to themselves any of the claimed 
or unclaimed stock in the country. He hardly need remind 
them that there are in Kansas and Missouri inilncnyal. men 
and newspapers whose special occupation' is to exaggerafe' 
every bad act, distort every good one, blazon every failure, 
and hide every success of the officers and soldiers serving on 
the border—denouncing them as cowardly and inefficient 
and as the instruments of rapine and murder. You should 
be moved by this tirade of foul abuse only to a more faithful 
and energetic discharge of duties, by which you will best re¬ 
fute the short-lived slanders of the reckless newspapers and 
titled demagogues by whom you are assailed, and retain that 
public approbation you have nobly earned. 

By order of Brig. Gen. Ewixo, 

II. IIAKKAIIS, 

A A. A. G 
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